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Let’s Up the Ante, Too! 


by Tom Gow 


... and we certainly must extend our reach — and very rapidly — if we intend to 
avert the approaching police state. 
— Foreword to the June Bulletin 


As William Jasper predicted in the April Bulletin, the anti-gun hysteriacs weren’t 
satisfied with the passage of the Brady bill. They immediately upped the ante, striking up 
a new chorus for further inroads against private gun ownership and in a number of cases 
dropping all pretense as to their ultimate objective of total prohibition. But the boldness 
of their campaign has also created a climate of opportunity for our side. Accordingly, we 
are proposing here to up the ante too and to cause their campaign to backfire. In short, 
let’s expand the goals for our campaign to head off an approaching police state. 

Three reasons undergird our request for members to pull out all of the stops in this 
effort: 1) We are fighting for vitally strategic territory; 2) we have an opportunity to make 
the difference and win a big victory; and 3) we have an unprecedented opportunity for 
expanding our reach in the process, thereby making our movement much stronger for the 
next round of battles. 

Strategic Territory at Stake 

We are not talking here just about protecting the right to keep and bear arms. We are 
talking about blocking several conspiratorial goals that will inevitably lead to a tyrannical 
police state. Disarming honest citizens is one; centralization of police power is another. 

But our objectives also include helping our fellow citizens to see 
the big picture — the danger of accepting too much government regardless of which 
smiling face or which party may head the executive branch. Of major importance, we 
seek to build greater understanding about how advocates of total government have 
worked to foster the crime problem in the first place, how they have resisted any genuine 
solutions to the crime problem, and how false leaders have callously capitalized on the 
problem to further a sinister power grab. 

But preserving the right to keep and bear arms alone is a fight for strategic territory. 
One proof of that proposition lies in the tenacity with which the Insiders have worked 
over the years to undermine the Second Amendment. Another is their major campaign, 
now in high gear for many months, to suppress this fundamental right. 

Even after Waco, many citizens undoubtedly have difficulty foreseeing a day when 
they might need armed protection against their own government. However, there are 
other threatening scenarios more immediately plausible than the unprovoked use of direct 
government force against loyal citizens. One such scenario was played out in 1992 in Los 
Angeles, where the flames of anarchy were fanned as a ploy to justify greater federal 
power. Fortunately, many citizens were armed and were therefore able to defend 
themselves and their property. Historical experience leaves no doubt that placing 
disarmed citizens at the mercy of unrestrained criminality will quickly lead to a clamor 
for more government power to restore order and a corresponding restriction of individual 
freedom. 

Or a disarmed population could be cowed into submission by allowing political gangs 
to remain armed while their allies in government look the other way as the “politically 


incorrect” are singled out for violence. There is ample precedent for that scenario. For 
example, the shooting of a minor German diplomat in Paris on November 7th, 1938 by a 
Jewish refugee was used by the Nazi high command to unleash Krystallnacht, the night 
of the broken glass. Throughout Germany, synagogues and Jewish homes and businesses 
went up in flames during “spontaneous” riots. The government then used the riots it had 
instigated as a pretext to arrest many Jews and take them into “protective custody.” 

However, no one should think that merely protecting the right of gun ownership will 
provide any permanent safety against totalitarian schemes. Even the right to keep and 
bear arms cannot long be upheld by limiting the defense to that battlefront alone. For 
example, we see today the clever use of the crime issue as an excuse for restricting 
freedoms and centralizing police power. The only real security against the emergence of a 
police state is an informed electorate that is able to hobble government at the ballot box. 
And that means that the forces of freedom must be strong enough to be heard above the 
lies of the Insider-controlled media. Therefore, the only real “health” insurance against 
government tyranny is a stronger John Birch Society. Fortunately, as we shall see, we 
have a sterling opportunity to defend our basic freedoms and strengthen the Society at the 
same time. 

Making the Difference 

We have no illusion that it will be easy to stop the current Insider drive toward a 
national police state. The enemies of freedom have devoted vast resources to their current 
propaganda campaign. And they are emboldened by their recent successes in Congress. 

But the Insider drive is also making it easier than ever to get the attention of 
Americans, to get them to understand the big picture, and to persuade them to get 
involved. One bulwark in our defense is the proud American tradition of private gun 
ownership. The Insiders cannot overturn this tradition easily. 

Millions of gun owners already understand that their guns are not the problem. They 
will respond to responsible leadership showing the bigger picture — that the 
media-generated hysteria over crime and guns is being used as a pretext for government 
control. Few other organizations have the guts or the ability to make this crucial point, 
and none with such credibility and documentation as we provide in our April 4th 
“Toward a Police State” issue of The New American. That’s why those who already 
understand the importance of the right to keep and bear arms are so excited about the 
“Toward a Police State” issue. 

In addition to gun owners, still other millions of Americans are nervous about the 
leadership they are getting from Washington. As a result, we have the best opportunity in 
years to flex our muscles and inflict a major defeat on the Conspiracy. In fact, we’re 
already on a roll. The cornerstone of our campaign is the “Toward a Police State” issue 
and the “How YOU Can Help” flyer. 

The effort members are putting forth to distribute this issue is by far the most 
impressive and aggressive we have seen in many years. As William Jasper reported last 
month, “From one end of the country to the other, we are receiving stories of 
‘unprecedented successes’ from excited members who have not only been ‘putting legs’ 
under The New American but encouraging their contacts to do likewise.” Those stories 
continue to multiply. 

Members have repeatedly told our national bookstore manager, David Martin, that they 
are finding exceptional and immediate interest when they show someone the “Toward a 


Police State” magazine — much more so than with any of our previous special issues. 
And the orders that we continue to receive for extra copies reflect this excitement. In fact, 
orders for “Toward a Police State” have already outstripped two years of sales of the 
“Resilient Earth” issue, our previous best-seller, with no signs of letting up. “Toward a 
Police State” is now in its third printing (over 210,000 copies have been printed). 

The incessant media propaganda supporting a blatant federal power grab has created 
opportunities for mobilizing new informed support that are absolutely mind-boggling. 
We have available to us: an informative attention-getting tool on a hot topic; the urgency 
of the hour; a sound action plan; an interested and concerned public; and growing 
member determination and enthusiasm. 

Building the Organization 

Our third reason for calling for a maximum effort is the unusual opportunity to build a 
much stronger organization for the next round of battles. This campaign can strengthen 
our organizational reach in several ways, including: generating thousands of new 
subscribers for The New American; developing serious prospects for membership by 
getting them actively and constructively involved; and improving the recruitment climate 
through increased local and national presence. 

Mr. Welch often emphasized that blatant Insider assaults on our Republic could be 
turned to advantage through aggressive member educational activity. He would counsel 
members to stop their hand-wringing over the terrible actions of our enemies and instead 
get busy and make the Insiders pay a price for their boldness by recruiting thousands of 
newly concerned Amer-icans into the John Birch Society. Viewed in this light, 1994 
presents the recruiting opportunity of a decade, and reader activism with The New 
American can lead the way. 

One indicator of the growing effectiveness of this reader activism is the number of 
subscriptions that are ordered with the tear-out and shake-out cards in the magazine. The 
rate of such orders has more than doubled in 1994 — the total for the first six months of 
this year exceeds the total for all of 1993! And the response from the several printings of 
the “Toward a Police State” issue has contributed heavily to that success. 

We must organize the vast majority of our campaigns so that, win or lose on a 
particular battle, we emerge stronger for the next round. Otherwise there is little hope of 
ultimate victory. This campaign certainly scores high on potential for organization 
building. 

But in an all-out campaign, we must be totally serious about a// of our objectives. Our 
primary objective must be to take the steam out of the Insider drive to create the 
conditions for a federal police state. Regardless of whether or not we succeed in blocking 
much of the dangerous legislation introduced in this term of Congress, our goal should be 
to create enough pressure to force the Insiders to back off or risk fueling an unstoppable 
rebellion by the voters. 

What It Will Take 

Such pressure will come when sufficient numbers of aroused and informed constituents 
supply understanding and backbone to their representatives in Congress. Sending the 
anti-gun lobby running for cover is the easy part. The tougher challenge, because there is 
so little understanding of the danger, will be to block the growth of federal police power 
at the expense of state and local law enforcement. 

Stopping the Insiders’ drive cold will obviously require a major mobilization of new 


informed support. We can’t project with certainty how much new opposition we will 
have to generate, anymore than the Insiders can predict with certainty the precise course 
of their campaigns. But we can predict that the distribution of a half-million copies of our 
“Toward a Police State” issue will have an impact on Congress that will be impossible to 
ignore. 

And a minimum goal of a half-million distribution is not an unrealistic target. We can 
achieve this half-million objective by keeping and increasing our focus through the 
remainder of 1994. This is what concerted action is all about — concentrating our 
educational efforts for a measurable result. 

Ask for Help 

A half-million copies distributed nationwide would represent more than 1,000 per 
congressional district. The 1,000 informed recipients would in turn create further ripples 
of influence. But we can do much better than that by not leaving the influence to chance. 

Merely informing a large number of new prospects is not the most effective tactic. The 
real catch-your-congressman’s-attention clout will come from motivating a growing 
number of new prospects to put informed pressure on Congress. This is the tactic that can 
deny the Insiders their easy victory. This tactic — focusing on individual prospects to 
mobilize new informed support — is the difference between aiming our shots and firing 
blind. Aiming our shots makes much better use of our scarce resources (time and money), 
but it often requires the greater discipline of making personal contacts and then following 
up to obtain the cooperation we seek. 

So the key to putting exceptional pressure on Congress and to distributing over a 
half-million copies of the “Toward a Police State” issue this year is to get others to help. 
Interesting prospects in reading our literature is only half the sale; the other half is asking 
for their help. 

The “How YOU Can Help” flyer summarizes what we want prospects to do. Try to get 
each recipient of the magazine to take a copy of the flyer as well. (A copy of the flyer 
was mailed to chapter leaders with the March issue of Tactics. A sample is also shipped 
with most odd-lot orders of the “Toward a Police State” issue but not with case orders. 
You can also get a copy free of charge by sending a self-addressed, stamped envelope to 
our home office.) 

Fort Smith, Arkansas chapter leader Fred Coleman has been especially successful at 
persuading local businessmen to help. (We recently spoke with Fred when he called our 
office to order a fourth case of 100 copies of the “Toward a Police State” issue for his 
chapter!) Fred asks local businessmen to buy and distribute ten copies. He has found 
businessmen very alarmed about the “assault weapons” bill as a further government 
encroachment. According to Fred, selling this issue is “just a matter of getting out and 
making contact. Small businessmen are particularly good prospects because they are 
daily being confronted with taxes and regulations and understand the danger of unlimited 
government.” 

Specific Action Steps 

A good place to start in mobilizing willing hands is to contact any inactive or former 
members you may know and ask for their help. We predict many will be pleased to lend a 
helping hand in a major campaign. 

Birch fair booths and literature tables at public events, not just gun shows, also present 
excellent opportunities for mobilizing new informed support. We recommend making the 


“Toward a Police State” issue and the “How YOU Can Help” flyer a focus for such 
events throughout the summer. (Or you may want to have that issue share the spotlight 
with TRIM.) We suggest that chapters or individuals buy the magazine in case lots (100 
per case) at 75 cents a copy and then sell copies for $1.00 each. Include a photocopy of 
the “How YOU Can Help” flyer at no extra charge. 

Members have developed many good crowd-stopping posters for gun shows that will 
attract special attention in today’s climate. We have just produced a 15 by 231 2 
silk-screened version of the popular poster on the facing page. (See the back page for 
ordering information.) Here’s a suggestion for a home-constructed banner: “Disarming 
the law abiding encourages violent crime.” 

A time-efficient method for busy members to “Birch” is to have copies of the magazine 
available during daily activities and look for incidental opportunities. As an example, 
recall from last month’s Bulletin the testimony of veteran Bircher Mary Blankenship 
(Nashville, Tennessee): “I take The New American wherever I go — to the pharmacy, the 
supermarket, the coffee shop, everywhere, and the response has been great, especially to 
the ‘Toward a Police State’ issue. Everyone is concerned about crime.” 

In turning any social or business conversation to our agenda, seek a friendly relaxed 
opening — you are offering to share important information as one concerned friend to 
another. Good taste and judgment in timing are obviously required, but don’t hesitate to 
seize every valid opportunity to share our story. Just remember that freedom will soon be 
extinguished throughout the world unless its well-informed defenders take constructive 
action and provide leadership to others. 

An experience of Lake Isabella, California Chapter Leader Jim Fahnestock illustrates 
the kind of determination that can make the difference in this fight. In early April, Jim 
helped man a Birch booth at a gun show in Bakersfield, California. On his return trip, Jim 
somehow managed to drive off the road: His GMC van went “airborne” and landed in a 
large scrub oak bush, eventually slowing and coming to a stop just short of a vertical drop 
into the Kern River. Fortunately, there were no injuries to driver or passengers. Jim 
climbed back up the road with copies of the “Toward a Police State” issue in hand. The 
first car to stop with a cellular phone offered to call for help. After the call was made, Jim 
“Birched” not only his rescuer but the two California Highway Patrol officers who 
showed up at the scene, handing out his last copies. With that kind of focus, how can we 
fail? 

In addition to taking full advantage of every opportunity that arises, setting aside a 
commitment of time on a weekend or evening for calling on specific individuals can also 
yield big results. The chart on page 11 summarizes the plan and recommends numerous 
individuals for contact. Most members will have personal acquaintances in many of these 
categories. If you are hesitant to make these contacts alone, ask another member, even a 
team recruiter, to accompany you. 

Even though we are projecting an extended campaign, we must work quickly. The best 
opportunities to get the attention of our elected representatives will occur before the 
November election. We must also work to head off any more last-minute congressional 
treachery. As election time approaches, politicians will try to position themselves by 
rushing to take actions they think will make them look good in the eyes of the voters. 
Moreover, let us remember that each magazine distributed generates a ripple effect — 
multiple readers, additional orders, etc. — which adds to our growing influence. The 


earlier we create new ripples, the larger our ripples will grow by the end of the year. 

One last suggestion: As the weeks go by, reread portions of the “Toward a Police 
State” issue so you can recall and recommend specific articles with enthusiasm. 
Individual Goals 

A half-million copies may seem like an impossible target to a member working alone 
or even as part of a chapter. Hence, our advice: Don’t worry about the national goal. The 
solution is to recognize that the overall goal is being broken down into manageable units 
by thousands of member/reader activists across the country; take personal responsibility 
for a portion of the goal; and have confidence that other members are working on this 
project too, harnessing the power of concerted action. 

How big a portion of the goal are we asking individual members and chapters to 
undertake? There is no universal yardstick that can be applied to everyone. The level of 
effort by volunteers in any organization will always vary considerably. Nevertheless, we 
do suggest a few targets. The most important target is fundamental: Start and then keep at 
it. It’s amazing what a little effort each week over an extended period of time can 
accomplish. Steady work, one prospect at a time, is the key. Remember the cute advice 
on how to eat an elephant: “bite by bite.” Don’t rush for numbers — invest time on 
individual prospects: Follow up and ask for help. 

In addition to asking all members to make steady contributions toward our goal, we are 
also asking every member who can do so to make a supreme effort and “up the ante.” A 
fairly ambitious target for one member would be to distribute copies to 50 prospects in 
quality contacts by the end of the year — roughly 10 per month. If prospects can be 
persuaded to purchase several copies, then moving a case of 100 could be easy. 

But as we mentioned earlier, the more important goal is to ask each of your contacts for 
help — help in contacting congressmen and help in distributing additional copies. 
Obtaining such a commitment from 25 percent of those who take a copy is a reasonable 
target. 

A Team Effort 

The primary function of the home office is to develop our program and produce 
supporting tools. Developing prospects and putting pressure on Congress are tasks better 
performed by local members. 

Nevertheless, the home office can sometimes assist grassroots Birching with marketing 
efforts which generate new leads and add to our total impact. The amount of such 
assistance is limited by our financial resources (which come from members), available 
staff time (ultimately an expense financed by members), and the economics of the 
response that can be generated in any particular situation. In the case of the “Toward a 
Police State” issue, both times we went back to print we tacked on a mailing of sample 
complimentary copies to an appropriate list. (With the second printing, for instance, 
copies were mailed to 11,500 gun dealers.) The response so far has been encouraging, 
both in terms of new subscriptions and orders for additional copies of “Toward a Police 
State.” We look forward to providing more such seeding in the months ahead. 

Opera Non Verba 

Stopping the building of a domestic police state is certainly as worthy a subject for an 
all-out campaign as any we could imagine. With the positive reaction members are 
receiving, we must continue to lead the fight on this issue and to reinforce our success. 
There must be no backing off! The opportunities are still wide open, and the enemy isn’t 


retreating — yet. 

We have the best opportunity in years to pull off a really major reversal of Insider 
plans by focusing on the dangers of a domestic police state. There is no doubt that the 
Insiders have placed major emphasis on disarming private citizens and developing a 
national police force — ground that is strategic for both the defenders and enemies of 
freedom. The Insiders would certainly be stunned to see us derail their plans. 

But a major victory will require a major effort. The bottom line is that winning this 
battle will take work. There is no easy way. Our enemies have created an opportunity for 
us, but we must still seize the moment. We cannot expect the enemy to commit suicide or 
the members of another organization with less understanding to do the job; it is up to us. 

Organizational units in the armed forces often have mottos. The Kingsmen, call sign 
for the 17th Assault Helicopter Company in Vietnam, took seriously a motto that is worth 
following today in our educational war — Opera non verba (deeds not words). In other 
words: Let’s not brag to the world what we’re going to do. Instead, let’s have our 
accomplishments speak for themselves! 

We are extremely pleased with what has already been accomplished in this campaign. 
We daily see the results of your efforts in orders for more copies of the “Toward a Police 
State” issue and in more subscription orders for The New American. Let’s build on that 
foundation. Let’s stretch now and go for a big victory. Let’s show the Insiders, and 
ourselves, what is possible, and what we plan to accomplish routinely, as we grow larger 
and stronger. Mf 


Our Members In Action... 
ITEMS OF INTEREST FROM THE FRONT LINES 
by Tom Gow 


®Today, when members set out to introduce their fellow citizens to an issue of The New 
American, they often create new waves of influence that we could have only dreamt 
about just a few years ago. As noted elsewhere in this Bulletin, such reader activism has 
mushroomed, resulting in a growing stream of new subscriptions and unprecedented 
orders from non-subscribers for additional copies. 

A May 21st outing of Torrance, California chapter leader Dale Kaye illustrates this 

aggressive activism. Dale took advantage of the 35th annual Torrance Armed Forces Day 
Parade to distribute a full case (100 copies) of the “New World Army” issue among those 
who were represented: U.S. Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force, Civil War reenactors, and a 
paratroopers club. Dale pointed out the enclosed “Freedom From War” government 
document to each recipient and briefly explained its significance. Several takers were 
highly decorated officers. One recipient requested several more copies to distribute to his 
local 58-member paratrooper club — an excellent example of the power of providing 
other concerned citizens with the leadership and means to help. 
@“What a month for Birching!” writes Sean Nunley, team recruiter from St. Mary’s, 
Georgia, just north of the Florida state line. This past April, Sean and Kingsland, Georgia 
Chapter Leader Larry Gruver manned JBS booths at two dissimilar events. Although 
members often seize opportunities to participate in crowd-drawing functions, we were a 
little surprised to learn that they had helped sponsor a Birch booth at the 5th Annual Earth 
Day Celebration at the Jacksonville Landing in Jacksonville, Florida. “There were 
tree-hugging Greenies everywhere,” Larry admitted. “We were definitely behind enemy 
lines, but it would take more than Captain Planet and his Greenies to stop us!” 

Indeed it would; their Earth Day booth was anything but low key. Sean painted a 
provocative eye-catching backdrop (see nearby photo) which shouted: “Don’t be misled 
by pseudo-scientists with chicken little theories.” Another sign also set the JBS booth 
apart from the eco-babble set: “The Earth and the environment exist to be used 
responsibly, not set on a pedestal and worshipped.” The booth was a joint project of two 
chapters, with Larry and Sean representing Chapter QZXY and John Shiffert (chapter 
leader) and Michael Lohr representing Jacksonville Chapter CMNJ. 

The “Resilient Earth” special issue of The New American was the main educational 
tool. Two informative videos, The Greenhouse Conspiracy and The Greening of Planet 
Earth, were shown on a portable television, attracting the interest of passersby. 
According to Larry, the tools worked well together and brought a much better response 
from the crowd than they had expected. Our members also had an opportunity to 
exchange views with members of the Sierra Club and Audubon Society. According to 
Sean, “Many of them did not want to be confused with the facts. It was apparent to all of 
us at the booth that they were gripped in fear.” Yet others did listen — and seeds were 
planted. 

Six days later, Larry and Sean manned a JBS booth at the Woodbine Crawfish Festival. 
The high-point of that event — and this is no fish story! — was an unexpected visit by 
Georgia Congressman Jack Kingston. Knowing full well the expanding outreach of our 
educational efforts, the first thing Mr. Kingston did was ask for a copy of his TRIM 


Bulletin. As a result of that booth, Larry had five first-time visitors at his next chapter 
meeting, boosting attendance to a new high. According to Larry, “Sometimes, having 
booths really pays off.” 


The Chief Executive Officer Remarks ... 


I have a promise to keep, a commitment I made to the members and guests who 
attended the recent Robert Welch Club meeting in Seattle. It is that we put in print a 
poem read as a special tribute to the Chairman of the Executive Committee of our 
Council, the Honorable C.R. Lewis. 

Clyde Lewis was unable to attend our Seattle meetings, as he was convalescing from 
serious injuries suffered in an automobile accident a few weeks earlier. The poem 
reminded us not only of the selflessness and determination of Mr. Lewis but of many 
other wonderful members who, in the later years of life, could have stepped aside with 
the expectation that others would carry on the struggle to remain free — but who refused 
to do so. 

Quit the fight? We would never hear any such attitude expressed by our 78-year-old 
Executive Committee Chairman. Never! The first words he expressed to me after 
spending weeks in a hospital intensive care unit were: “How is the battle going?”; and 
“What successes are we having?” He then stated, “For the day and hour in which we live, 
there is nothing more important than the work in which we are engaged. Freedom must 
be preserved at all costs, and the godless Conspiracy must be stopped!” 

Yes, indeed, the words of the poet are applicable. I am delighted to share them. 


The Bridge Builder 


An old man, going a lone highway, 

Came at the evening, cold and gray, 

To a chasm, vast and deep and wide, 

Through which was flowing a sullen tide. 

The old man crossed in the twilight dim — 
That sullen stream had no fears for him; 

But he turned, when he reached the other side, 
And built a bridge to span the tide. 


“Old man,” said a fellow pilgrim near, 

“You are wasting strength in building here, 
Your journey will end with the ending day; 
You never again must pass this way. 

You have crossed the chasm, deep and wide, 
Why build you the bridge at the eventide?” 


The builder lifted his old gray head. 

“Good friend, in the path I have come,” he said, 
“There followeth after me today 

A youth whose feet must pass this way. 

This chasm that has been naught to me 

To that fair-haired youth may a pitfall be. 

He, too, must cross in the twilight dim; 

Good friend, I am building the bridge for him.” 


— Will Allen Dromgoole 


For our good friend and fellow patriot, Clyde Lewis, we pray for a speedy recovery. 
We need his inspired example, strength, and support. And to all faithful members both 
old and young who work so tirelessly in this battle, we extend our sincere appreciation 
and our kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 


G. Vance Smith 


The anticipated Clinton backlash is certain to make this a most interesting 
and opportune election year. The Society’s role regarding politics was best 
defined in the December 1965 Bulletin. Mr. Welch was commenting at the time 
about a political race in the state of South Dakota. 

For the 
answer still remains clear and emphatic that The John Birch Society takes 
absolutely no position, for or against any candidate, in any such contest. We do 
not tell our members, nor even hint to them in any way, whether or not any 
particular member should run for office; nor for which candidates other members 
should work or vote; nor whether or not any member should contribute a dime or 
a million dollars to either side. And nobody has any authority to commit the 
Society or its membership, to the support of, or opposition to, any candidate for 
political office. Nor is any member of our field staff, or of our office staff, 
authorized or allowed to make any exception to this rule. What our members do 
in politics, and whom they support, is one hundred percent up to themselves as 
individuals. 


VII. The New American 


by Tom Gow 


A Status Report 

The circulation of The New American continues to climb, a step at a time. It is now 
solidly above the 40,000 mark, the highest it has been since the new magazine began to 
stand on its own in late 1986. The growth is being fueled in numerous ways, but the 
primary first cause is an outstanding product meeting a growing market — Americans 
seriously concerned over the future of their nation. 

The excitement over the magazine has motivated increased reader activism. 
(Subscription orders using the magazine tear-out and shake-out cards have more than 
doubled in 1994 over 1993!) This letter from a new subscriber who was introduced to the 
magazine by a fellow subscriber illustrates the opportunity: 

Enclosed is my check for a one-year subscription to the best magazine I have read 
in years. God bless you for having the intestinal (guts) fortitude for publishing what I 
believe most Americans really believe in. You are doing a great job. 

Those members who have supported subscriptions in libraries will find this letter 
particularly interesting: 

I have been unable to locate the Vol. 10, No. 7 [the “Toward a Police State” issue] 
on the local newsstands. What would it cost to get one mailed to me? I’m glad to see 
some of the news media is against gun control, not including gun magazines. I read 
the above issue in a college library which is a good place for it. Thank you. 

A number of members across the nation are also nurturing The New American on local 
newsstands. San Marino, California Chapter Leader Barbara Betancourt writes: 

I am also very happy and proud to tell you that I approached the owner of a 
newsstand I patronize and he has agreed to take five copies of The New American 
biweekly on consignment. Your plan works! 

Excitement over the magazine has also helped make home office marketing programs 
realistic. The recent financial support which members generously provided in response to 
an April letter from our CEO, G. Vance Smith, enabled us to launch a major direct-mail 
effort in June. As a result of that mailing we expect 10,000 potential subscribers to 
sample the magazine, boosting our circulation temporarily over the 50,000 mark by the 
end of July. 

Only a minority of those trial subscribers will end up ordering a paid subscription, 
however. Not everyone is up to reading the heavy dose of reality The New American puts 
out every two weeks. But even those who don’t subscribe usually take a serious look at 
what we have to say. And those who do subscribe know exactly what they’re getting. 
This letter in response to our early direct-mail testing illustrates the reach of this program 
and the enthusiasm of many of our trial subscribers: 

We’re convinced of the value of The New American! Our oldest child, 13-year-old 
Jeremy, has enjoyed reading our sample issues also, especially the April 4th issue 
regarding “Firearms and Freedom.” He has saved enough money to purchase a new 
.22 rifle and vehemently defends the right of American citizens to “keep and bear 
arms.” 

A mailing of sample copies of the “Toward a Police State” issue to gun dealers resulted 
in a surprising number of subscription orders. Here is a typical note received with an 


order: 
Keep up the good work! The April 4, 1994 issue was the first I had read and I 
immediately ordered a subscription. 
Red Dawn Over 
South Africa 

We continue to recommend the May 30th “Red Dawn Over South Africa” issue as one 
of the best opportunities to expose the duplicity of our media and the extensiveness of 
managed news. The quality of this issue, both in content and appearance, is superb. And 
the facts assembled should shock the uninformed. Use it as a recruiting tool or as the 
basis for asking for a subscription. 

This issue also illustrates how expanding our circulation can help win the battle against 
managed news. Warren Duffy hosts a Christian talk radio program, “Duffy & Company 
— Live from L.A.,” from 4 to 7 p.m. weekdays on KKLA FM 99.5 in Los Angeles. Mr. 
Duffy has a reputation as a courageous broadcaster who is not afraid to tell it like it is. 
Apparently, a reader or member introduced The New American to Mr. Duffy last year. In 
May, Mr. Duffy announced to his listeners that he would spend the next several days 
talking about South Africa and about how Americans were not getting the true story. And 
he credited The New American for helping to get the story out. 

Second Amendment Meltdown 

The front page article by William Grigg in the June 13th issue provides not only an 
eye-opening update on the drive to ban private gun ownership but a good reason to get 
back to those prospects who were interested in the “Toward a Police State” issue. On this 
call, be sure to ask for a subscription! 

Our Next Special Issue 

Our research and writing staff is particularly excited about the upcoming August 8th 
special issue, which will focus on education and the Insider’s insidious drive to have the 
state replace parents as the steward of our children. Judging from the heavy response to 
the Outcome-Based Education reprint (now in its fourth printing), demand for extra 
copies of this newest special issue should be strong. Supplies of the August 8th issue will 
be available for shipping on July 29th. Advance orders are welcome. 

As noted in the Foreword, we don’t want anyone to stop his or her efforts with the 
“Toward a Police State” issue. The opportunities with that issue are exceptional for 
taking the steam out of a major Insider drive. Success with that campaign will require all 
of the focus of concerted action. 

But many prospects will also be interested in an updated analysis of what the 
Conspiracy is already doing to, and has planned for, our kids. This topic too will have 
special appeal to many new prospects and should be very effective in the hands of reader 
activists for increasing the reach of The New American. Members who have been 
particularly involved with education in the past will want to share this special issue 
widely. We are also expecting many of our nonmember subscribers — including 
especially the 10,000-plus trial subscribers that will result from our June direct-mail 
effort — to get excited over this issue and share it with others. 

ACTION SUMMARY 
OShare extra copies of selected issues of The New American with opinion molders and 
prospects in your community. The hottest issue by far right now is the April 4th 

“Toward a Police State” special issue. (All issues are priced at one copy for $2.50, 10 


for $12.50, 25 for $22.50, 100 for $75.00, postpaid.) 

OFollow up on issues shared. Ask for a reaction. When reactions are favorable, ask for a 
subscription and involvement. Use the “How YOU Can Help” flyers to propose a 
course of action such as distributing more copies of the magazine or writing letters to 
congressmen. 


Z. Pending Legislation 


by Thomas R. Eddlem 


Crime Bill/Gun Control: As we go to press, House and Senate conferees have still not 
decided whether to include the “assault weapons” ban in the Omnibus Crime bill, H.R. 
3355. If the ban is not included in the final version of the crime bill (the conference 
report), the Senate will vote on the House “assault weapons” legislation, H.R. 4296. 

A final vote on the crime bill could take place as early as the week you receive this 
Bulletin. Many Democrats would like to see a final vote before the Fourth of July recess, 
but House Judiciary Committee Chairman Jack Brooks (D-TX) is trying to delay the 
conference to protest possible inclusion of the “assault weapons” ban in the conference 
report. Continue to write to your representative in opposition to the Ominous Crime bill, 
and to your senators demanding a filibuster against both the crime bill and any gun 
control legislation. But first check with our legislative hotline number (414-749-3799) for 
any updated information (no answer means no update). 

GATT: The Trilateral Commission, OECD, Institute for International Economics, 
CFR, Heritage Foundation, etc. have generated reams of reports in support of the World 
Trade Organization (WTO) that would be created by the latest GATT treaty. The sheer 
volume of these reports from Insider/Establishment organs provides powerful evidence of 
the importance Insiders attach to the new GATT treaty, known as the Uruguay Round. 

And no wonder! The world trade pact and the World Trade Organization it would 
create would all but wipe out nations as economic units, regulate global commerce, and 
effectively force all nations to impose more repressive forms of taxation upon their 
citizens to replace a drop in tariff revenues. Although a vote on GATT will probably not 
take place until at least after the Labor Day recess (and possibly not until early next year), 
there is a lot of educating needed if we are to have a chance at defeating this top Insider 
goal. The flood of Insider propaganda is being buttressed by pseudo-conservatives like 
Jack Kemp, who is falsely selling GATT as an “international tax cut.” 

“A to Z” Spending Cuts: This measure (House Resolution 407) would set aside a 
56-hour legislative session in August for open floor consideration of spending cuts 
proposed by the House members. Write to your representative in support of the discharge 
petition which would bring H. Res. 407 to the floor. (See page 20 of this Bulletin for 
more information.) 

Action Summary 
On separate letters, write to your representative and senators about the legislation 
described above. 


A Special Campaign to 


Avert an Approaching Police State 


Objective: Create pressure on Congress to — 
1.Protect — not abridge — the right of citizens to be armed. 
2.Stop federalization of crime. 
3.Keep police local and independent. 
4.Reverse dangerous policies that make crime pay. 


Tactic: Mobilize new informed support. 
1.Inform with the special “Toward a Police State” TNA. 
2.Focus on persuading others to help per “How YOU Can Help Stop the Crime 
Wave’ flyer. 


National goal: 
Minimum distribution of 500,000 copies of “Toward a Police State” TNA during 
1994. 


Recommended individual goals: 
1.No universal yardstick. Minimum: Start and then keep at it. 
2.Aggressive goal: Inform 50 prospects in quality contacts during 1994. Get 25 
percent to help. 


Contact individuals such as those listed below by: 
1.Setting regular time aside for making calls. 
2.Manning Birch booths at public events (such as gun shows). 
3.Seizing opportunities to “Birch” during daily activities. 


Who to contact for support: 
inactive Birch friends 
other friends 
my relatives 
my neighbors 
hunters and other gun owners 
gun dealers 
members of gun clubs 
owners of shooting ranges 
attenders of gun shows 
attenders of fairs/public events 
members of armed forces 
veterans 
local police officers 
merchants 
other businessmen 
my boss 
business associates (coworkers) 


my landlord 

my doctor, dentist, or chiropractor 

daily incidental contacts 

members of my church 

members of my club 

members of political clubs 

political activists 

home owners 

anyone concerned about crime or their physical security 
anyone else | can think of 


Who to contact to influence: 
my federal representatives 
my state representatives 
local law enforcement officials 
my mayor 
my councilman (or selectman) 
local talk-show hosts 


General and Miscellaneous Comments 


Creature From Jekyll Island 

We are extremely pleased to announce that Mr. G. Edward Griffin’s long-awaited 
study of the Federal Reserve will be released before the end of this month. We predict 
that The Creature from Jekyll Island — A Second Look at the Federal Reserve will 
quickly establish itself as the definitive study on this subversive institution. However, The 
Creature from Jekyll Island reads like a detective story — which it really is — not a dry 
treatise on economics. Most importantly, it makes the fundamental political issues 
surrounding the Fed understandable to the American people who are its victims. 

American Opinion Publishing, Inc., publisher of The New American magazine, is 
copublisher of The Creature From Jekyll Island. A 608-page paperback, the book retails 
for $19.50. Advance orders may be placed with American Opinion Book Services. 
Something Special 

Our August Bulletin will contain something special. Look for it! 


II. Stop the New World Order 


Get US out! of the UN 


In the first chapter of Global Tyranny ... Step by Step we outlined not only the 
historical plan of the new world order Insiders to disarm nation-states (including the 
United States) but the scheme to disarm individuals as well. Page 15 of Global Tyranny 
cites an important book by Grenville Clark and Louis B. Sohn, World Peace Through 
World Law. An Insider blueprint for building the UN global superstate, the 1958 
Clark-Sohn magnum opus calls for a “world police force” invested with “a coercive force 
of overwhelming power” and virtual confiscation of all civilian firearms and ammunition, 
except for a small number of /egitimate hunting rifles and shotguns — which would be 
rigidly monitored and controlled. 

As you can readily see from the newspaper article shown above, the United Nations is 
moving rapidly to bring this about. The Administration has agreed to participate in the 
UN gun control “discussion.” This is the first official, public U.S. step into this dangerous 
scheme and should have touched off a political firestorm that would have barbecued not 
only Slick Willie but all of the congressional knee-jerk gun grabbers too. Local, state, and 
national gun control are un-American enough, but g/obal gun control? — that’s doubly 
UN-American! 

This latest UN intrusion is a bombshell we can use with great effect to “wake the town 
and tell the people.” Undoubtedly most of your friends, neighbors, and associates have 
not seen or heard any mention of this alarming proposal. Show it to them, and then draw 
their attention to pages 18 and 19 of the Freedom From War document in our “New 
World Army” issue of The New American. On pages 18-19, under “Stage III,” underline 
the following: “In Stage II progressive controlled disarmament ... would proceed to a 
point where no state would have the military power to challenge the progressively 
strengthened U.N. Peace Force...”; and “(c) The manufacture of armaments would be 
prohibited except for those agreed types and quantities to be used by the U.N. Peace 
Force and those required to maintain internal order. All other armaments would be 
destroyed or converted to peaceful purposes.” 

Point out to them the significance of these paragraphs: Under this plan all nations, 
including the United States, would become subservient to the UN; and all armaments — 
including private, individual arms — not controlled by the UN would be destroyed, 
leaving the UN as the virtual global dictator. Most significantly, this document is a 
statement of official U.S. government policy promulgated 33 years ago and just now 
coming to fruition. It is a great testament to the Society’s credibility that we were 
exposing this perfidious scheme 33 years ago — and were being called kooks for doing 
so back then. 

Many of your prospects who received or bought a copy of Global Tyranny or the “New 
World Army” issue of The New American may have forgotten (or may have passed over) 
Freedom From War. Now is the time to bring it to their attention, along with the 
above-mentioned Washington Times article. The same goes for your many prospects who 
already have our special “Toward a Police State” issue of The New American. That issue 
has stirred greater interest and has been distributed more widely than the “New World 


Army” issue because the domestic crime/gun-control/police-state issues it discusses hit 
closer to home and the threat it exposes is more immediate and recognizable. However, 
once these prospects have read and digested the information in “Toward a Police State,” 
they will have the base of understanding to graduate to the “New World Army” issue and 
see how the plan for disarming the people, while concomitantly centralizing and 
nationalizing the police forces, is now being translated to the global arena. 

You probably have some gun dealers who are carrying the “Toward a Police State” 
issue but not the “New World Army” issue — either because they didn’t see the 
connection and weren’t interested, or because you haven’t presented it to them yet. If so, 
when you visit them with the June 13th issue of The New American featuring Will 
Grigg’s cover story article, “Second Amendment Meltdown,” be sure to show them the 
Washington Times article and the “New World Army” and Global Tyranny as well. 

A New Reprint 

We have a new tool available for exposing Insider plans for placing our military under 
the control of the United Nations: a reformatted four-page reprint of the 
attention-grabbing “Front Page” article in the July 11th issue of The New American. 
Written by John F. McManus, this piece exposes Presidential Decision Directive 25 
(PDD-25), which is actually an updated version of the PDD-13 document discussed in 
The New World Army issue. Because of the relatively inexpensive cost of a four-page 
reprint, this article is ideal for wide distribution. Please see the back page for ordering 
information. 

Gun Shows 

Be sure also to take our materials along to gun shows. JBS member Dave Wright 
reported to us about his success with the “New World Army” issue at a recent gun show 
in Placerville, California. He had a steady stream of visitors to his Birch table all day and 
interest was especially high in the “Toward a Police State” and “New World Army” 
issues. He sold all of the copies he had in stock, along with most of the books he had with 
him. Over 40 people signed his sheet indicating their interest in coming to an 
introductory JBS meeting. Eight of those people came out to his first meeting a couple 
days after the gun show, and he has several other meetings scheduled. He is starting a 
new chapter and is on the way to establishing a Birch presence in a community that 
hasn’t had one for many years. Not bad for having just moved to the town a few weeks 
before! 

But it is the following story that we most want to relate. One of the passersby who 
stopped by Dave Wright’s table was asking Dave what was behind the sudden, hysterical 
push for gun control when — out of the blue — an onlooker stepped forward to offer his 
own unsolicited endorsement. Pointing to the “New World Army” issue of The New 
American he said: “Read this, it will explain everything to you. Someone I’d never seen 
before handed me a copy at a gun show and it’s one of the best things I’ve ever read. I 
ordered a hundred of them and have been passing them out to others.” He continued in 
that vein, praising the magazine and making the “sale” for Dave. There are obviously 
many other enthusiastic “salesmen” like that gentleman just waiting to be discovered, 
patriots who will recognize the truth, embrace it, and begin spreading it — just as soon as 
they are exposed to it. 

News Bulletin 
By the time you receive this, President Clinton and his Insider handlers may have 


already deployed U.S. troops to Haiti, and possibly even committed us to war in Korea. 

We must get every new member and prospect to add their voices to ours in opposing 

these bloody UN wars for the new world order. Let’s step up the letters, faxes, and calls 

to Congress to “Bring our troops home” and to oppose all U.S. participation in UN 
military operations. 
— William F. Jasper 
ACTION SUMMARY 

OContact new and previous prospects, including gun dealers, with the “New World 
Army” issue and the Times article about UN gun control. (The “New World Army” 
issue is available at one copy for $2.50, 10 for $12.50, 25 for $22.50, 100 for $75.00, 
postpaid.) 

OWrite to your representative and senators urging a withdrawal of U.S. troops and 
funding from Bosnia and requesting their opposition to sending U.S. troops into Haiti 
or Korea. Urge lawmakers to vote for an immediate cessation of U.S. participation in 
the UN embargo on Bosnia. 


Stop Socialized Medicine 


On June 9th, the Senate Labor and Human Resources Committee approved Chairman 
Ted Kennedy’s revision of the Clinton socialized medicine plan by a vote of 11 to 6. Two 
days earlier, by the same margin, the committee voted to retain abortion funding as a part 
of the health care package. Meanwhile, the House Ways and Means Committee prepared 
to consider a version of the Clinton plan offered by new Committee Chairman Sam 
Gibbons, and the House Education and Labor Committee pored over a Canadian-style 
“single-payer” plan. Although the Kennedy plan moderates some of HillaryCare’s most 
extreme features, they will probably be restored in the version of the plan likely to 
emerge from the full House. In any case, the passage of the Kennedy plan out of 
committee insures that the full Senate will deal with the subject of socialized medicine 
sometime this summer. 

The Administration is aware that the public — small business owners in particular — 
remains deeply suspicious of socialized medicine. In an attempt to make HillaryCare 
more palatable to business, the Clinton Administration has suggested the idea that 
employer mandates would be “triggered” if universal health care coverage is not achieved 
by some still-unspecified date. But this is simple gimmickry. In order for the “trigger” to 
be pulled, an immense new bureaucracy would already have to be in place. Furthermore, 
Senator John Breaux (D-LA), a major congressional supporter of the Administration’s, 
explains, “By phasing in these requirements [i.e. employer mandates], I think we’ll have 
a chance to reform the marketplace. It doesn’t do us any good to mandate something until 
we’ve reformed it.” This could be taken as a suggestion that “reform” of the health care 
economy would simply be a prelude to comprehensive regimentation. Whatever version 
of HillaryCare makes the cut, it should not be forgotten that the ultimate objective is to 
make the government the steward of every American’s personal well-being. 

As the Congress wrestles with the specifics of socialized medicine, the public mind is 
being prepared to accept rationing. In an op-ed column published in the June 12th Los 
Angeles Times, Melvyn L. Sterling, president of the Orange County Medical Association, 


wrote: “Patients and physicians must reach a consensus soon and define reasonable and 
flexible guidelines for the care of those who have not already expressed their wishes 
[regarding termination of medical care]. If we do not, those riding the crest of the health 
care cost-containment wave may make the decision for us....” According to Sterling, 
“The end-of-life debate ... has raised government’s consciousness.... The development of 
scientifically valid, uniform standards and protocols would help us all.” 

This theme has been discussed even more candidly by Daniel Callahan, author of 
“Setting Limits: Medical Goals in an Aging Society.” In a June 12th New York Times 
op-ed column, Callahan wrote: “Neither Congress not the Clinton Administration seems 
ready to admit a need for health care rationing, at least not publicly. But rationing is 
inevitable, and it will be important to allow people to make as many of the difficult 
choices themselves as possible.” As an example of the “choices” people could be offered, 
Callahan suggested, “At a specified age, say 75 or 80, elderly people could choose 
restricted hospital benefits and receive enhanced quality-of-life benefits in return.” 

Public opposition to socialized medicine has forced the Administration and its allies to 
temporize; however, they remain relentlessly committed to their goals. We must not 
allow them to win through default. By continuing to make available the article Death 
Grip: The Brutality Behind the Clinton Health Plan, we can help the public understand 
the consequences that await us should we be foolish enough to entrust government with 
power over our health care decisions. 

Small business owners who might be beguiled by the Administration’s “trigger” option 
could benefit from a review of the Administration’s duplicity regarding “optional” 
Medicaid coverage of abortions; the Medicaid fiasco is detailed in Death Grip. Senior 
citizens should be made aware of the sentiments expressed by Callahan and informed of 
the QALY (Quality Adjusted Life Years) index and its implications for them; Death Grip 
contains what may be the only accessible discussion of the QALY scale. 

— William Norman Grigg 
Action Summary 
OContinue to distribute Death Grip: The Brutality Behind the Clinton Health Plan 
(three copies for $1.00, 100 for $25.00, 1,000 for $200.00). 


III. Preserve the Constitution 


by Don Fotheringham 


New voices are being heard on ways to deal with governmental abuses and violations 
of the Constitution. Some of the voices are friendly and offer good advice. Other ideas 
are poorly conceived, and some — regardless of how well- intentioned — are very 
dangerous. One terribly bad proposal is called The Refounding Amendment. 

This effort first appeared in Arizona as a voter initiative. It proposes to disband all 
federal government operations, dismiss all elected and appointed officers, and start over. 
The amendment would repeal all 16 amendments added since 1798, retaining only the 
Constitution and the Bill of Rights, and would include a new Eleventh Amendment as the 
refounding authority. It would take effect when ratified by 38 states. 

The anonymous author(s) of The Refounding Amendment have made some good 
points in relation to usurpations and abuses; however, these points are overshadowed by 
three fundamental errors: 1) Their action would constitute a con-con; 2) they would 
establish a democracy; and 3) if our citizens knew enough to change Congress and fire 
the bureaucrats there would be no need to refound anything. 

It’s a Con-Con 

Section 3 of the amendment purports to “reject a constitutional convention...,” but that 
is precisely what the proposal entails. Call it what you may, the combined act of 38 states 
(as few as 34 for that matter) in repealing or adding to any part of the federal Constitution 
is a con-con. Any interaction between the states, and any deliberation or coordination 
undertaken to bring about any change in the Constitution, independently of Congress, is a 
con-con. 

Not only does the process of instituting The Refounding Amendment constitute a 
convention, but it violates the two-step procedure established in Article V: a proposal by 
two-thirds of the states, and a ratification by three-fourths. Refounding proponents have 
usurped the constitutional provision of step one by setting themselves up as the nation’s 
amendment drafters and deliberators, have arbitrarily arrived at their proposed 
amendment, and are now asking 38 states to ratify it. 

Founding a Democracy 

The Refounding Amendment, which is being promoted as a means of “saving our 
country by restoring our Constitution and by freeing the American people...,” would 
instead destroy our republic and establish a raw democracy. Section 4 would provide for 
the people to enact state and local legislation directly through the initiative process. The 
Constitution guarantees a republican form of government for every state, meaning a 
government of organic law by which its representatives are bound. Our constitutional 
process was carefully planned to prevent a democracy, a government run by popular vote. 
Virtually all of our Founding Fathers understood the folly of such a system. Alexander 
Hamilton summarized it well in 1788: 

It had been observed that a pure democracy if it were practicable would be the 
most perfect government. Experience has proved that no position is more false than 
this. The ancient democracies in which the people themselves deliberated never 
possessed one good feature of government. Their very character was tyranny; their 
figure deformity. 

Under The Refounding Amendment, all amendments to the Constitution would be 


initiated by circumventing Congress. They would be enacted by popular vote in a yearly 
“Constitutional Election.” Once an amendment is approved in three initiating states, all 
states would be required to carry the measure on their ballots. 

Disbanding Government 

Despite the effort that someone has put into this cause, an unsettling irony exists: If 
Americans knew enough to disband government and re-establish it properly, they would 
reform it within the existing system. They have that power under the Constitution as it 
now stands. 

Passage of The Refounding Amendment would require a greater plurality than would 
be needed to accomplish its goals without the amendment. Refounding advocates seek 
three-fourths of the states for ratification, whereas a simple majority could control 
Congress immediately. Moreover, a simple majority of our citizens could prevail upon 
Congress to propose the repeal of the last 16 amendments. It would be far easier to obtain 
such a proposal from two-thirds of the members of Congress, under the pressure of 
informed voters, than to hammer it out in our present climate of ignorance with some 
5,000 legislators in 38 states as the refounders plan to do. 

We fully appreciate the harmful effects of most of the later amendments; however, 
government abuses exist, not because of defects in the Constitution, but because of 
defects in the understanding of our people, including the wisdom of the representatives 
they elected. 

The Refounding Amendment is inconsistent with its goal of refounding America on 
“the original intent of the federal Constitution.” It was never the intent of our Founders to 
make law or constitutional amendments by popular vote, but on the contrary it was their 
purpose to provide a structure of government not subject to every popular whim. 

A knowledge of our government and an understanding of its enemies are essential to 
the preservation of our liberties. Our goal is to create understanding and to teach the 
Constitution in the spirit and intent of our Founders. Once accomplished, the Constitution 
will be re-enthroned. Every JBS member who understands this will not waste any time 
supporting The Refounding Amendment. 


W ith the passing of Ezra Taft Benson on May 30th, the John Birch Society lost one of 


its most courageous friends. He became known as a defender of the rights of the 
individual against the swelling power of too much government during his term as 
Secretary of Agriculture in the Eisenhower Administration. His unending fight for the 
principles of the U.S. Constitution he so intensely loved set him apart from virtually all of 
those who had been appointed by that President. 

Later, unlike many Americans who had gained their perspective about the John Birch 
Society from the mass media, Mr. Benson read The Blue Book and The Politician, Mt. 
Welch’s famous biography of Dwight Eisenhower. Therefore, he knew the true aims and 
goals of our organization, and he became and remained a determined friend of Robert 
Welch. His constant defense of Mr. Welch and the Society earned for him the very same 
type of vilification aimed at us. The more he and the Society were attacked, however, the 
more Ezra Taft Benson counterattacked. 

In a comprehensive speech entitled “An Internal Threat Today,” delivered in Boise, 
Idaho on December 19, 1963, Mr. Benson pointed out that America’s internal enemies 
“decided to level practically their entire arsenal on the John Birch Society, for the 
non-political Birch Society had within it both the policy, the program and the personnel 
to help defeat the Conspiracy in this country.” 

Mr. Benson even authorized the nationwide distribution by the Society of a film of his 
speech, “Stand Up For America.” Veteran members will recall how helpful it was to 
show it far and wide. In it, this superb American noted that he had been honored to have 
been the featured speaker at a recent testimonial dinner for Robert Welch. 

In personal visits I was privileged to have with him, Mr. Benson always wanted 
immediately to know how the Society was doing. He always praised our efforts to defend 
the Constitution and our programs in helping more Americans understand its worth and 
importance. While he would sadly admit that the enemies of freedom within our nation 
had made great strides toward their totalitarian goals, he took comfort in knowing that the 
proper kind of organized opposition, the John Birch Society kind, was actively reaching 
out to inform, alarm, and energize the sleeping giant of the American people. 

All members of the John Birch Society owe a debt of gratitude to this great American 
patriot whose strong voice defended our efforts and our nation itself over many years. 

— John F. McManus 


IV. Tax Reform IMmediately 


by Jim Toft 


“Pay MORE, get LESS!” 

TRIM again takes on government health care in the new Summer Bulletin. The more 
flak we can create in the next few months, the less likely that any version of this big 
federal power grab can be pushed through Congress. 

Votes on the back page include foreign aid, the $1.541 trillion 1995 budget, and the 
Omnibus Crime bill. The presses are rolling, so place your order for Summer Bulletins 
now! (Credit-card users can just call us toll-free at 1-800-SPL-TRIM.) 

Smoke the Rascals Out — “A to Z” 

The present system of doing business in the House of Representatives — referring 
proposed legislation to committees for hearings and revision, then having a finalized 
version sent to the full House for a vote — would work fine if the committees had 
majorities of constitutionalist statesmen. They don’t. Instead, the big-spending House 
leadership keeps a tight rein on what goes into the final bill via their committee chairmen. 
The typical congressman has little chance to propose cuts. He must vote up or down on 
the committee bill as packaged. If there’s something in it that he wants, he’ll usually hold 
his nose and vote for the whole bloated mess. 

Frustrated “deficit hawks” have introduced a bill to make an end run around the big 
spenders’ committee system; it’s being called “A to Z”after its two key sponsors, 
Congressmen Robert Andrews and Bill Zeliff. A companion resolution would require that 
a special56-hour session be scheduled this year, during which any member of the House 
could submit amendments for specific budget cuts. Speaker Tom Foley and his 
lieutenants are in a panic! Their ability to deliver the pork is in jeopardy should every 
House member be able take aim at their pet projects. 

So, the “A to Z” resolution was quickly referred to a committee (the Rules Committee). 
There it will die — unless 218 congressmen sign a discharge petition to bring it out to the 
floor for a vote. Although “A to Z” has 233 “cosponsors,” about 30 of them, as of this 
writing, have not signed the discharge petition. Some probably became sponsors just to 
gain a “spending-cutter” reputation, assuming the bill would stay hostage in committee; 
others are genuinely fearful of retaliation by the Foleyites if they should help bring it out. 

If your congressman is one of the cosponsors who hasn’t signed the discharge petition, 
give him no peace until he either “fesses up to being a phoney — or he signs. If “A to Z” 
can be rescued from the Rules Committee, it will put House members on the spot just as 
they gear up for their November rendezvous with the voters. (C-Span ratings should 
zoom as delighted taxpayers watch the big spenders squirm!) 

Local chapters are now working on a campaign to help get the resolution discharged. 
Home chapter members who would like to help should send a stamped, self-addressed 
business-size envelope to TRIM in Appleton, requesting an “A to Z” action guide. 

From the TRIM Front Lines 

California’s 36th District covers coastal portions of the southern suburbs of Los 
Angeles and is represented by first-term Congresswoman Jane Harman (Conservative 
Index: 5). Veteran JBS Chapter Leader Larry Warner recently took on the additional job 
of chairman of a new TRIM committee in the 36th, so he and his gang were hard at work 
at the Long Beach post office on Tax Day, April 15th. 


As the TRIMmers distributed Ms. Harman’s dismal two-star report cards, Larry 
noticed a long-haired oriental man emerge from the restaurant next door. (This was no 
ordinary restaurant; they cater to a clientele that, appearance-wise, conjures up memories 
of flower children of the ’60s — free souls in sandals, mellowing out to the strain of 
bongos and guitars.) The man’s curiosity led him to ask what was being handed out. 
Larry explained TRIM and gave him a Bulletin, whereupon he went back inside the 
restaurant. Within minutes he returned, exclaiming, “I agree with every word! Can I have 
a supply?” This new fan of TRIM, it tured out, is the manager of the 
not-yet-world-famous New World Organic Coffee Shop — where you can now grab a 
TRIM Bulletin from the counter to browse while you’re sipping your espresso! Every 
now and again we need such a reminder that those who value individual liberty do not 
necessarily resemble the person who squints back at us each morning in the mirror. 
TRIM Bulletin Display Holder 

We’re happy to announce that a durable plastic holder for TRIM Bulletins (see photo 
above) is now available from Appleton for $5.00 plus shipping. It is designed for either 
wall mount or countertop use. 

ACTION SUMMARY 
OOrder your Summer Bulletins. 
O Participate in the “A to Z” 
discharge-petition campaign. 


